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Polkerris.

Tucked around the Western side of Gribbin Head, one will find this tiny hamlet, complete with stone pier. Once a busy fishing harbour dealing with catching and curing pilchards today it consists of a cluster of houses with a cafe and a pub.

This Anchorage is open to the westerly and southerly quadrant, but could provide some shelter in an easterly. Anchor South West of the stone pier to suit draft. The tiny bay does dry out completely, but small boat able to take the ground may be able to dry out behind the harbour wall.

Polkerris has the Rasleigh Arms which has a very fine sitting out area overlooking St Austell Bay. There is also a beach cafe and a fine fish restaurant.
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Mevagissey

Waypoint

Safe Distance off Victoria Pier: 50:16'.2N 004:46'.80W

Charts

Admiralty 147, 148, SC5602

Rules & Regulations

5 Knts Outer Harbour and Approach, 3 Knts Inner Harbour.

Hazards

Inner Harbour Dries, Dangerous to approach in onshore winds, Harbour Berths exposed in Easterly Gales, Black Rock off North Quay.

Tidal Data Times & Range

HW Dover -0600 MHWS 5.5m MHWN 4.4m MLWN 2.2m MLWS 0.8m

Pilotage details: Straightforward enough, Gwineas Rock lies to the SSE and strangers are advised to pass East of it, although with a large-scale chart one will find an inshore passage. With the white lighthouse (Fl(2)10s 12M) on the end of Victoria Pier bearing west, make your approach, this will keep you clear of the unmarked Black Rock that lies to the NNE of the North Pier. 

Enter between the Piers, but be aware that the edge of the North Pier has concrete foundations that cover at half tide and it is marked on the corner by pole with a green conical top mark. (See chart and photo gallery).

In settled weather it is possible to anchor off the harbour, clear of the entrance. Indeed during busy periods and offshore winds, sometimes boats are berthed on the outside of Victoria Pier. No anchoring is allowed inside the harbour.

The outer harbour has plenty of water even at low spring tides and visitors normally berth on the inside of the outer end of Victoria Pier, as shown on the chart. Good fendering will be essential, and a fender board useful. (The harbour office can provide) The harbourmaster keeps listening watch on VHF channel 16, with working on channel 14, from 9 AM to 9 PM during the summer months. Telephone 01726 843305 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              01726 843305      end_of_the_skype_highlighting. His office is in the white building on the North Pier. Check with the harbour authorities before leaving your boat unattended in this location, as they may need to shift you.

Anchorages in this area, and further details:

Harbour charges of £12 for an overnight stay, either alongside or on the visitors mooring buoy. Short stays are charged at £1.

Visitors are not allowed to enter the inner drying harbour.

Useful anchorages in the area.......

Mevagissey and St Austell Bays are well sheltered from westerly weather, and if on passage westwards, can provide respite while waiting for a favourable wind. There are a few tiny harbours where one can anchor off, and mission it ashore in the dinghy to pick up some supplies. If approaching from the East once the southerly Cardinal buoy guarding Cannis Rock is astern, there are no hazards to navigation more than a couple of cables from the shore. Depths shelve gently, and there are no fierce tidal streams to contend with. Some useful anchorages are shown on our chart, and described below:

For a lunch-time stop there are several pubs, restaurants and cafes in Mevagissey as well as ‘chippies’
